
I am dedicating this edition of the 

BMFP Family News to those who 

have shown their love and given 

their time and energy to be a help 

and blessing to those who survived 

the disastrous earthquake in Haiti. 

Among those was BMFP Missionary 

Pilot Dave Spangler. He and his dear 

wife Sharon have served faithfully as    

missionaries in the Bahamas for 

many years. The Lord surely has 

given them a servantôs heart for the work of the Lord and 

the dear people in the Bahamas and throughout the     

Caribbean.  

 

Here is an eye witness report from Brother Spangler of 

some of the damage and relief work during the immediate 

days and weeks following the earthquake. Please pray for 

those who survived.  Pray for their physical condition but 

most of all pray that the Lord will use this to cause many 

of the precious Haitian people to turn to Jesus Christ as 

their personal Saviour. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

  

Haiti Relief  

By  

Dave Spangler 

BMFP Missionary Pilot 

  

When we first came to the Bahamas, 

our first ministry was starting a   

Sunday School in a Haitian Church. 

There is a large Haitian community in the Bahamas and 

on our Island as well. So it was not surprising that when 

the earth quake happened on Tuesday that there was an 

immediate outpouring for the relief effort. The first day 

there was more than 2,000 pounds of food collected. By 

noon Wednesday, the plane was loaded and I was on the 

way.  

 

When I got to Port-Au-Prince, the airspace was congested 

with large transports from all over the world stacked up 

for miles and I could not get in. I returned to nearby    

Inagua and spent the night. Leaving at the crack of dawn 

Thursday morning, we were back at Port before anyone 

else and landed. The airport was utter chaos but I was 

able to locate a missionary friend and unloaded the cargo 

in his care. He asked if I could take out a family that had 

been visiting and was stranded and I obliged. They were 

glad to get the ride even though they had to sit on the 

floor. It was obvious that our need was not in Port-Au-

Prince but in the out lying areas that could not be reached 

by others.  

Friday we met a medical team in Nassau and were joined 

by three other planes. Two of the planes carried the doc-

tors and two of us loaded up all the medical supplies we 

could carry and flew into LesCayes. A portable clinic had 

been set up there and injured people were starting to pour 

in from Port. 

 

The next week Operation Renewed Hope and S.C.O.R.E. 

were in place in Florida and Santo Domingo. David   

Crispell, Jack Hunt and Kelly Hines joined me and we 

started flying cargo collected in Florida into LesCayes 

and Jacmal and then based ourselves in Santo Domingo.                       
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Each of us spent the next two weeks shuttling over 32,000 

pounds of food, 6,000 pounds of medical supplies and 

countless medical personnel into and out of Jacmal and 

LesCayes. What we took in went directly to local pastors 

and missionaries and orphanages. We made two trips a 

day, one in the morning and one in the afternoon,       

sometimes returning well after dark. Not only was it 

physically exhausting but also an emotional drain. I spent 

one day and night in Jacmal and toured the city.  

It was worse than anything I have ever seen. I saw houses 

that the bottom floor had collapsed, people still buried 

beneath and family living in the house above. I saw the 

hospital where the maternity ward had collapsed killing 

mothers and babies. I saw the portable tent hospital where 

doctors operated doing the best they could with what they 

had which wasnôt much. I saw the school where all but 

four of the students had been killed. I saw large tent cities 

where children played as though nothing had happened.    

I saw tents, donated by Coleman Co. that we took in, all 

over the city and people trying the best they could to clean 

up the mess. Jacmal is a town of about 30,000 people.  

 

They do not know for sure how many died but it could be 

as much as one third of the population. Probably another 

third is living in tent cities. I can't help but weep as I write 

this and reflect on what I saw. But that's not the end of the 

story. 

 

The good news: The mayor of Jacmal gave the town 

square to Pastor Cherubin to hold revival services the 

week that would have been Mardi Gras Carnival         

celebration. I had the privilege to fly in the evangelistic 

team of Frank Garlock, Shelly Hamilton, Susan Jones and 

Lynsey Haught. "COME TO JESUS, was Pastor D's 

(Pastor Cherubin) passionate and persistent plea to a 

crowd of more than 2000 people standing in downtown 

Jacmal, and his invitation penetrated all of the downtown 

area. The crowd grew to almost 4000 strong Tuesday 

night. Many (160+) came to Christ for salvation during 

the four nights of meetings, and hundreds more came for 

individual prayer because of what they suffered during the 

earthquake.  

 

Three witch doctors accepted Christ during the week, one 

of whom is well-known in town and was not timid to   

announce his decision publicly. "I want to have a future 

with God . . . the demons have no future, and I know 

that", was one of the statements he made the evening   

before he came to Jesus. A woman witchdoctor who came 

to Christ on Wednesday evening asked that we come to 

her house and burn her fetishes in the presence of her 

witchdoctor father as her testimony to him. By Friday, he 

had turned to Christ also.   

 

Comments such as the following were heard throughout 

the city: "We have never publicly had anything like this in 

Jacmal, and "Jacmal has never heard the Gospel like this", 

and "Glory to God!"  GOD WAS GLORIFIED though the 

enemy exercised his best efforts to frustrate us and do 

damage to the Gospel message. We don't even care to 

mention the enemy's subtle and blatant tactics because we 

are so overwhelmed by God's grace and power that     

covered us, and our hearts bow before Him in awesome 

wonder!! Only in the annals of Heaven will we have an 

accurate record of what actually was accomplished    

spiritually in Jacmal.  

 

In all, I have spent two months in and out of Haiti and it 

has not been without a price. On week three I suffered an 

engine failure that took two weeks out to replace. Flying 

round trip from here to Haiti took $2,000.00 and 

$1,000.00 a day for the shuttles from the D.R. to Haiti. 

God's people have wonderfully donated for fuel but we 

are still looking at a short fall.  I know my God will     

supply just as He did for the cost of the new engine. 

Things have slowed down and now we are focusing more 

on rebuilding efforts, partnering with Greg Rife of       

Restore Ministries.   

Temporary Tent Housing   

Taking In Needed Personnel and Medical Teams 

Damaged Houses Everywhere 


